
 

   

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 
 

2 July 2026  

 

NamRA Cautions Against Tax and Customs Fraud 

The Namibia Revenue Agency (NamRA) has observed various tax and customs fraud schemes 

designed to evade taxes and obtain undue financial benefits. 

Through its compliance, audit and investigative functions, NamRA continues to identify and 

investigate individuals and businesses involved in fraudulent activities. These activities and 

schemes deprive the country of much-needed revenue and constitute serious criminal conduct. 

The public is hereby advised to refrain from participating in or facilitating any of the following 

unlawful practices: 

1. Submitting false or misleading tax returns. 

2. Declaring businesses as dormant while continuing to generate taxable income. 

3. Creating or using forged invoices to reduce tax liabilities or fraudulently claim Value-

Added Tax (VAT) refunds. 

4. Issuing, obtaining or using fraudulent Tax Good Standing Certificates. 

5. Charging VAT without being registered as a VAT vendor or collecting VAT without 

remitting it to NamRA. 

6. Failing to pay over Pay-As-You-Earn (PAYE) deducted from employees. 

7. Using another taxpayer's VAT Import Account without authorisation. 

8. Submitting false customs declarations, undervaluing goods or using fraudulent 

commercial invoices to evade customs duties and taxes. 

9. Assisting or colluding with others to commit tax or customs fraud. 

 

Over the last four years, 316 fraud cases were registered, with 41 criminal cases lodged with the 

Namibian Police. During this period, more than N$144 million was recovered to the State from 

close to N$1 billion fraudulent refund claims in respect of Income Tax and VAT.   

   

NamRA hereby reminds taxpayers and traders that non-compliance with tax and customs laws 

carries serious legal consequences, including prosecution, penalties and the recovery of unpaid 

taxes and duties. Additionally, NamRA calls on all employers in the private and public sectors to 

pay over all Pay As You Earn deducted from their employees, to avoid legal action in respect of 

withheld funds not remitted to the Agency.   
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